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POAU PUBLISHES CHALLENGE TO CATHOLIC CANDIDATES 


In response to hundreds of requests from chapters and members concerning POAU’s attitude toward Catholic 
candidates for the presidency, the national office issued on January 6, as part of a “Ten-Year Balance Sheet” a 
statement of policy on this all-important question. The statement, approved in principle by POAU’s executive com- 
mittee and trustees in December, repudiates the idea of an “anti-Catholic” political party and declares that the 
organization is “not political in any partisan sense.” The statement opposes any “blanket boycott” of Catholic 
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candidates, but suggests that these 
candidates be closely “scrutinized” 
and asks that they be requested to 
give specific answers to three specific 
questions concerning the Catholic 
boycott of public schools, the drive of 
Catholic bishops for public funds, and 
the appointment of a Vatican ambas- 
sador. (The full text of POAU’s state- 
ment on Catholic candidates is printed 
elsewhere in this issue.) 

POAU’s “Ten-Year Balance 
Sheet,” issued with this statement, 
listed six phenomena on the “Credit 
Side” of the ten-year ledger; (1) the 
blocking of all general appropriations 
to sectarian schools by the Supreme 
Court and Congress; (2) the defeat 
in 1951 of the proposal to send an 
ambassador to the Vatican; (3) six 
victories in state courts partially pro- 
tecting the public schools from infil- 
tration and control by Catholic reli- 
gious orders; (4) the overwhelming 
public protest against Cardinal Spell- 
man for his 1949 attack on Mrs. 
Roosevelt; (5) the defeat of the worst 
forms of clerical censorship of motion 
pictures and literature; and (6) the 
remarkable growth of POAU itself. 

On the “Debit Side” of the ledger 
the “Ten-Year Balance Sheet” re- 
corded five phenomena; (1) the new 
Catholic (McIntyre) plan for federal 
appropriations for parochial schools 
modeled after the G.I. educational 
bills; (2) the continued illegal opera- 
tion of some sectarian classes in 
public schools, especially in the Prot- 
estant South; (3) the existence of sev- 
eral hundred “captive” public schools 
in the Middle West, operated by nuns 
on the public payroll, when they are 
actually parochial schools; (4) open 
and illegal favoritism to Catholic re- 
ligious orders shown by the Internal 


(Continued on page 4) 








Dr. Newton, POAU President 


The 10th Anniversary Conference 
on Church and State, sponsored by 
POAU, will hold its sessions at First 
Baptist Church, Atlanta, Georgia, 
February 10 and 11. Keynote speak- 
er at the evening meeting February 
10 will be Methodist Bishop Ivan Lee 
Holt of St. Louis. Bishop Holt will 
interpret the conference theme: “Fac- 
ing a New Day in Church and State.” 
The bishop has been known for his 
devotion to the cause of public edu- 
cation and the notable contributions 
he has made in this area. 

Paul Blanshard, special counsel for 
POAU, author of American Freedom 
and Catholic Power and other best- 
sellers, will be the speaker at the 
evening meeting February 11. 

One of the most interesting of the 
day-time sessions will be the legal 
clinic moderated by Glenn L. Archer, 





Meets in Atlanta Feb. 10 








Bishop Holt, Conference Speaker 


executive director of POAU, assisted 
by a panel of attorneys. The clinic 
will explore “New Frontiers in the 
Legal Area.” 

Dr. C. Emanuel Carlson, execu- 
tive secretary of the Baptist Joint 
Committee on Public Affairs, will be 
principal speaker at a panel where the 
topic, “Religion and the Public 
Schools,” will be discussed. 

Dr. Clyde W. Taylor, secretary of 
public affairs for the National Asso- 
ciation of Evangelicals, will speak on 
“Catholic Action Around the World.” 
Dr. J. Howard Williams, president 
of Southwestern Baptist Seminary, 
will address the conference on “The 
Contemporary Challenge to Church- 
State Separation.” 

Those interested in registering for 
the conference should use the blank 
on page 7. 





* Editorial * 
After Ten Years 


A tenth anniversary is not so much 
an occasion for self-congratulation as 
for self-appraisal. That is the feeling 
among the POAU staff. What have 
we learned during these ten years? 
How can we put our knowledge and 
experience to work more effectively 
in the struggle to preserve religious 
freedom? These are the significant 
questions. 

It is not improper, however, to feel 
some measure of satisfaction at the 
rapidly burgeoning movement which 
is POAU. In ten years we have come 
from dead zero to a widely known na- 
tional organization with many thou- 
sands of members in all the states and 
with chapters and cooperating com- 
mittees from coast to coast. Certainly 
the big factor in this growth has been 
the concern of the American people 
that religious freedom, based on the 
equality of our churches before the 
law, shall be preserved. Because we 
have embodied and made vocal this 
concern, thousands have rallied to us. 


Celebrated Struggles 

During the decade POAU has be- 
come known as the group that will 
put its back into needy local situa- 
tions and defend religious liberty at 
the grass roots. In now famous law 
suits we defended the public schools 
against sectarian domination. The 
schools of Missouri, New Mexico, Col- 
orado, Kentucky, California, Ver- 
mont, Maine and Alaska have greatly 
benefited from their defense by 
POAU. Those who have called us 
“bigoted” and “unfair” should bear in 
mind that in an impressive series of 
decisions the courts have agreed that 
our charges were true and have out- 
lawed the practices of which we com- 
plained. We are interested in a dozen 
cases now in litigation all of which 
concern violations of church-state 
separation. POAU attorneys have ad- 
vised puzzled citizens in countless 
church-state “trouble spots.” 

Through thousands of public meet- 
ings held in all the states, the dis- 
tribution of 11 million pieces of lit- 
erature, appearances before church 
groups at all levels and the develop- 
ment of a far-reaching grass roots 
movement, we have sought to create 
a climate of opinion favorable to the 
preservation of our constitutional way 
in church and state. 

We have offered expert testimony 
on legislation before many congres- 
sional committees and also before 
municipal committees where federal 
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laws were involved. Our monthly, 
Church and State, is read by all ser- 
ious students of such problems. Cop- 
ies are handed from person to person 
to an extent true of few publications. 


Sure Criterion 


Perhaps the clearest sign of POAU 
success is the constant castigating of 
its program that goes on in the Ro- 
man Catholic press. Why does the 
press of this denomination attack us? 
Because we are the one formidable 
obstacle to the attainment of the 
hierarchy’s cherished goal—subsidy 
from the U.S. government. We are 
blunting the drive for subsidy—that 
is the sole reason for these desperate 
assaults. 

The master trick of the hierarchy is 
to persuade the American public 
through direct accusation and through 
“brotherhood” groups which it uses, 
to reject POAU as “anti-Catholic” 
and a disturber of inter-creedal rela- 
tions. Success in this ruse would mean 
that the Church subsidy could be 
achieved without its ever being faced 
squarely by the American people. 

Well, there are many, on this tenth 
anniversary, who will be glad that 
POAU exists. Just the fact of its be- 
ing here is important. It means that 
there is a responsible group in Wash- 
ington and across the nation whose 
concern for the separation of church 
and state is now well known. To this 
group information on violations can 
be safely channeled in the knowledge 
that it will be properly acted upon. 
So long as POAU exists freedom will 
not lack a voice. 
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Half a Loaf Won 
At Lincoln Square 


St. Matthew’s parish church, paro- 
chial school, convent and rectory 
have been eliminated from the re- 
sale plans for Lincoln Square, New 
York, but Fordham University, a 
Jesuit institution, stays in. This was 
the situation, as Church and State 
went to press, in the long battle to 
defeat a $3,500,000 sectarian “give- 
away” in a New York City “slum 
clearance” program. 

It was unofficially rumored that a 
“trade” had been arranged: St. Mat- 
thew’s would drop its application if 
Fordham’s application could be as- 
sured of acceptance. The evidence 
against St. Matthew’s as adduced by 
Rev. C. Stanley Lowell of POAU at 
a City Hall hearing of the Planning 
Commission, had been particularly 





Names Are Needed 


If you will take the time to send 
us names and addresses of 10 or more 
of your acquaintances who might be 
interested, we will send them the 
“Gathering Storm” letter and one of 
the POAU Truth Series or “Wake Up, 
America!” 

For these names we will send YOU 
a copy of C. Stanley Lowell’s 24-page 
booklet, “Separation and Religion.” 

(Please do not send names of those 
already POAU members). Our goal is 
to double present membership in 1958. 
Thank you for your help. 











damaging. Lowell had cited the 
churches of other denominations that 
had been physically eliminated from 
the area in order to provide the 
greatly enhanced situation for St. 
Matthew’s. “If this is not favoring 
one church over another, what is it?” 
he asked. 

As soon as the decision to include 
Fordham was announced on Novem- 
ber 27, Harris L. Present, New York 
attorney, applied for a temporary in- 
junction to prevent the city from 
going ahead with condemnation pro- 
ceedings. Moving with great speed, 
Justice Owen McGivern of the State 
Supreme Court refused to enjoin the 
city in the matter. He held that to 
exclude the Jesuit institution from 
the program “would be to convert 
the constitutional safeguards into a 
sword against the freedoms which 
they were intended to shield.” 


(Continued on page 7) 
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| NEWS From Jar and Near 


, @ The constitutionality of Nativity displays on public school grounds, 
contested by plaintiffs in Ossining, N. Y., may ultimately come before the 
United States Supreme Court. The practice, as planned for the Ossining High 
School, was upheld in a December 20 ruling in White Plains by New York 
Supreme Court Justice Frank H. Coyne, but ten plaintiffs represented by 
Attorney Leo Pfeffer indicated they would carry the case to the highest court 
in the land, if necessary. 


@ Second Baptist Church in Madrid has been closed by police 
action and its pastor placed under arrest, according to Dr. Arnold 
T. Ohrn, executive secretary of the Baptist World Alliance, who 
has just returned from Spain. Spanish Baptists are undergoing new 
harassments by civil authorities, said Dr. Ohrn. 


@ Religious leaders were urged to “join with public educators in support- 
ing the image of the free man as the goal of all American education,” in an 
address by Prof. R. Freeman Butts of Teachers College, Columbia University, 
delivered at the recent convention in Chicago of the Religious Education 
Association. “Herein the public schools may stress the contributions to this 
image from the point of view of secular knowledge and scholarship without 
neglecting the role of religion in culture,” he continued, “and the churches 
and private schools may stress the contributions to this image from the point 
of view of religious faith and devotion without neglecting the role of knowl- 
edge and citizenship. . . .” 


@ A national Jehovah’s Witnesses’ convention in Buenos Aires 
was broken up in December by Argentine police, who arrested four 
participants. Although the Witnesses have been holding meetings 
since the downfall of the Peron regime in 1955, they still have not 
attained legal status. 


@ With Pakistan’s first general elections scheduled for November, 1958, 
Moslem League leaders have been fighting for an amendment to the electoral 
law so as to provide separate lists of voters and candidates based on religious 
communities. Although a recent incoming coalition government had been 
committed to making the change, it receded from its agreement when new 
dissensions arose. 


@ In Israel, the town council at Pardess Hanna announced in 
December that it would reinter the remains of a child of a Jewish 
father and non-Jewish mother after rabbinical authorities had re- 
fused to allow burial in a Jewish cemetery. Premier David Ben 
Gurion and other members of the national government are serving 
on a special committee seeking a solution to this and other inter- 
religious problems. 


@ Correction: This column’s note about Portugal last month was pub- 
lished with one phrase unfortunately dropped out by mistake. It is the priests 
in Portuguese colonies who get salaries and expenses from the government 
not the priests at home. 


+ 


To Subscribe... 


A year’s subscription to Church 
and State is yours as one of the bene- 
fits derived from the regular $3.00 
POAU minimum membership fee 
($2.00 of which is the subscription 
price). Simply check the appropriate 
box—QO new membership, 0 renewal 
—then write your name and address 
in the margin below and tear out 
and mail to POAU, 1633 Massachu- 
setts Avenue, N.W., Washington 6, 





Reply to Herberg 
To Appear March 


We will publish in our next 
issue a reply to Will Herberg’s 
plea for public money for Ro- 
man Catholic schools (“Church 
and State,” January). The reply 
will be by Rabbi Nathan A. 
Perilman of Congregation 
Emanu-el, New York City. 








D. C., with remittance enclosed. 
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Marion County Board 
Will Obey the Court 


Those interested in the three-year 
struggle to clear the public schools of 
Marion County, Kentucky, of Roman 
Catholic domination, were mightily 
cheered when the school board with 
a Catholic majority finally voted in 
December to proceed with the new 
centrally located high school which 
the Kentucky Court of Appeals had 
ordered. Faced with the court’s latest 
order and the necessity of compliance 
or resignation, the board took reluc- 
tant action. 

The Marion County board of edu- 
cation also petitioned the court to 
authorize a school bond election to 
finance the new school. An ominous 
threat to the program was seen in 
the words of Mrs. Francis Tucker of 
Bradfordsville who expressed doubt 
as to whether the bond issue would 
pass. There were signs of activity 
among those determined to maintain 
the sectarian strangle-hold on the 
schools. Apparently they were organ- 
izing to defeat the bonds, a result 
that would defy the courts and great- 
ly increase Protestant-Catholic ten- 
sions in the area. 


+ 


Catholic Demand Breaks 
Up Girl Scout Troops 


“. . . loyalty to your parish should 
indicate your attention should no 
longer be directed to the local Girl 
Scout Council,” parishioners of the 
Roman Catholic Church of St. Greg- 
ory the Great at Harrison, N. Y., 
were told last November. 

The action, involving cancellation 
of five Girl Scout troops at the church 
and replacement of them by Camp 
Fire Girl troops, was taken because 
the local Girl Scout Council had 
turned down the church’s request for 
expansion of its troops to include all 
girls of the parish. The Council ex- 
plained in a letter to parents that a 
principal value of scouting was to 
bring together girls of many faiths 
and cultural backgrounds, but St. 
Gregory’s contended in its church 
bulletin that the Council was violat- 
ing recommendations of the National 
Girl Scouts and departing from com- 
mon local practice. Council officials 
pointed out in reply that field repre- 
sentatives of the National Council 
had observed and approved the local 
policy. 

Local Community Chest funds had 
been used to support the Girl Scout 
troops in Harrison. 
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An American Challenge to Catholic Candidates 


During the current public discussion of candidates for president and vice-president of the United States, we be- 
lieve that advocates of the separation of church and state should maintain a temperate and balanced outlook. Our 
organization is not political in any partisan sense, and we cannot specifically support or oppose any candidate for 
public office. At the same time we must recognize that the election of a Catholic president of the United States 
raises certain social and civic issues which cannot be ignored, and we believe that it would be unfortunate to post- 


pone the discussion of these issues 
until personal factors have become 
paramount in a campaign. 

We would deplore the formation 
of any Catholic or anti-Catholic po- 
litical party in the United States, 
since the formation of such a party or 
parties would inevitably lead to the 
political manipulation of church af- 
fairs or the interference of ecclesias- 
tical power in state affairs. The 
history of Europe shows how unfortu- 
nate it is when church and state are 
commingted in this way. We recall 
with regret these chapters in our own 
history when religious prejudice ran 
amok in the Know Nothing move- 
ment and the Ku Klux Klan. 

We also believe that American 
voters should not attempt to impose 
a blanket boycott on the candidates 
of any particular denomination. Most 
citizens are born into their religious 
affiliations, and no one should be 
penalized for an accident of birth. 
Millions of Catholic Americans are 
in complete agreement on matters of 
church-state separation with their 
fellow-citizens of other faiths. 


Entitled to Know 


We believe, however, that the reli- 
gion of a candidate for president or 
vice-president of the United States 
should not be used as a shield to con- 
ceal his opinions on matters of church- 
state policy. The people are entitled 
to know where every candidate for 
the presidency stands in respect to 
such issues regardless of his religious 
faith. Public opinion should compel 


Candidates Challenged 
(Continued from page 1) 
Revenue Service; (5) the refusal of 
the Hennings (Senate) Committee to 
hear evidence of violations of the reli- 
gion clause of the First Amendment. 

The “Balance Sheet” also declared: 


Perhaps the most unfortunate phenom- 
enon which we have encountered in 
our ten year activity is the growing 
tendency to describe as “bigotry” or 
“intolerance” any frank criticism of 
the policies of any church, even when 
those policies are in direct conflict with 
the principies of our Constitution. 
Real freedom of speech has not yet 
been established in this area. The 
press, radio and television rarely per- 
mit candid discussion of church-state 
issues if the discussion can be inter- 
preted as offensive to America’s largest 
church. 








every candidate of every faith and 
every party to answer every perti- 
nent question in this field with com- 
plete candor. 

Catholic candidates for president 
should be scrutinized with particular 
care because their church has taken 
a definite stand against the Supreme 
Court’s interpretation of the separa- 
tion of church and state, and partic- 
ularly against the denial of public 
money to sectarian schools. Their 
church leaders have also expressed 
opinions favorable to the appointment 
of an American ambassador to the 
Vatican. To challenge every Catholic 
candidate on these issues is a wise and 
necessary precaution designed to pro- 
tect our American traditions. 


Three Questions 

We suggest, therefore, that three 
special questions should be addressed 
to every Catholic candidate for pres- 
ident or vice-president of the United 
States. 

1. The Canon Law of your church 
(Canon 1374) directs all American 
Catholic parents to boycott our pub- 
lic schools unless they receive special 
permission from their bishops. Do 
you personally approve or disapprove 
of this boycott rule? 

2. The bishops of your church, in 
an official statement in November 
1948, have denounced the Supreme 
Court’s interpretation of the religion 


Honorary President 
CHARLES CLAYTON MorRISON 


Former Editor, The Christian Century 


Vice-President 
G. BROMLEY OXNAM 


Bishop, Methodist Church 
Former President 
Federal Council of Churches 


clause of the First Amendment and 
have urged that the Constitution ac- 
tually permits the distribution of 
public money on an equitable basis 
to sectarian schools and other sectar- 
ian institutions. At present the Cath- 
olic press and ranking prelates are 
promoting a plan—see Homiletic and 
Pastoral Review, October, 1957—for 
securing grants of federal money to 
parents to cover the costs of parochial 
school tuition by laws which would 
parallel the G. I. educational bills. 
What is your personal attitude toward 
your bishop’s interpretation of the 
Constitution, and toward the new 
plan for financing parochial schools? 

3. Many nations recognize your 
church as both a church and a state, 
and send official ambassadors to the 
Holy See. If you become president, 
what would be your policy concerning 
the appointment of an American am- 
bassador or a personal representative 
to the Vatican? 


Other Candidates 

We also believe that non-Catholic 
candidates for public office, on the 
national and local levels, should be 
carefully quizzed whenever they re- 
veal any inclination to favor legisla- 
tion which would grant public money 
to sectarian enterprises or which 
would otherwise threaten our tradi- 
tional policy of church-state separa- 
tion. 


President 
Lovie D. Newton 


Former President 
Southern Baptist Convention 


Vice-President 
Joun A. MACKAY 


President, Princeton Theological 
Seminary 
Former Moderator 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 


Executive Director 


GLENN L. ARCHER 


Former Dean 
Washburn University Law School 
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Church Marriage Control 


Is Issue in Bishop Suit 


Whether a Roman Catholic priest 
can be held liable for libel in an Ital- 
ian court, was the immediate issue at 
stake in the suit brought in Prato, 
Italy, by Mauro Bellandi against the 
Prato bishop, Pietro Fiordelli. But 
there were deeper issues. The deeper 
issues were whether or not marriage 
in Italy is to remain under the mono- 
lithic control of the Roman Catholic 
Church and whether priests in that 
land are to continue immune from 
civil laws. 

The facts in the case are undis- 
puted. Mauro Bellandi, a young sau- 
sage merchant of Prato, was married 
to Loriana Nunziati at the City Hall 
in a civil ceremony. Because they had 
presumed to be married by someone 
other than a Roman Catholic priest, 
the couple aroused the ire of Bishop 
Fiordelli. He promptly dashed off an 
open letter which was printed in the 
parish paper and read from every 
pulpit in the diocese. The letter called 
the young couple “public sinners” 
because they had refused to recog- 
nize the priests’ monopoly of mar- 
riage. Miss Nunziati, the bride, was 
described as ‘“‘a harlot and a concu- 
bine.” After a good deal of such lan- 
guage the letter concluded by assur- 
ing the couple that they would be 
denied a Christian burial when they 
died. 


Government Silent 


Insisting that no man, even a 
bishop, could call his wife a harlot 
and get away with it, Mr. Bellandi 
has brought suit. The government has 
insisted it would not bring any influ- 
ence to bear and that the courts 
would determine the issue on its 
merits. 

Meanwhile, a series of disasters has 
befallen the young couple. Mr. Bel- 
landi has suffered a mysterious illness 
and is now in a hospital. (He has 
been in poor health since his long 
imprisonment in Buchenwald). Mr. 
Bellandi’s sausage business has been 
wrecked by a systematic boycott. His 
two-month-old son, Lelio, was kid- 
napped from the hospital when only 
six days old and secretly given Ro- 
man Catholic baptism against the 
father’s vehemently expressed desire. 
The Bellandis have been receiving 
scores of threatening letters and 
phone calls every day. 

Meanwhile the pope entered the 
picture. His newspaper, L’Osservatore 
Romano, endorsed the campaign 
against the Bellandis, declaring that 
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NEWSWEEK—Pepper 


Mr. and Mrs. Bellandi 


the bishop had “the right and duty” 
to denounce the couple. The exclu- 
sive control of the Roman Church 
over marriage was re-asserted. The 
“liberal” publication, America, a 
Jesuit voice, has insisted that the 
Church is justified in its “public de- 
nunciation of publicly known con- 
cubinage.”’ America neglected to men- 
tion that the bishop had called Mrs. 
Bellandi a harlot. 

The terrified Mrs. Bellandi has 
urged her husband to give up and 
surrender to the Church. He has 
steadily refused to do so. 

The slander suit was quite a sen- 
sation in the American press. No 
newspaper dared to mention, how- 


ever, that exactly the same rule es- 
tablished by canon law applies in the 
United States. In this country, the 
same as in Italy, all marriages involv- 
ing Catholics performed by other 
than Roman Catholic clergymen are 
strictly condemned. Those contract- 
ing them are described by Pope Pius 
IX as living in “low and abominable 
concubinage.”’ 

POAU has no record of a suit be- 
ing brought in similar circumstances 
here in the U.S. This may be due to 
the fact that the American clergy, 
enjoying less complete control, have 
hesitated to publish denunciations of 
those who choose to marry outside 
the Church. 





Italy’s Top Court Backs 
Catholic Establishment 


Penal Code provisions which make 
it a special offense to “insult” the 
Roman Catholic religion, as distin- 
guished from other religions which do 
not enjoy this protection, were up- 
held on November 30 by the Con- 
stitutional Court in Rome, Italy’s 
highest tribunal. Specifically, the 
Court held that Article 404 of the 
Penal Code was not in conflict with 
Article 8 of the Constitution, guar- 
anteeing religious freedom to all. 


The Court pointed out that Article 
1 of the Lateran Treaty of 1929 es- 
tablished Roman Catholicism as the 
state religion (Church and State, 
March, 1954), and that this estab- 
lishment was recognized in Article 7 
of the post-war Constitution. A ruling 
on the question had been requested 
by the local magistrate of Mineo, 
near Catania, where Sebastiano Scac- 
cianoce had been accused of insulting 
a religious statue in a local bar. 


Distortion 
The New York Times ran a United 
Press news dispatch on the case un- 
der the completely misleading head- 
line, “RELIGIOUS FREEDOM IS 
UPHELD IN ITALY” (issue of De- 
cember 3)! 





English Primate Warns 
Against Super-Church 


A “terrible danger” would confront 
Christians if they ever succeeded in 
uniting all of their churches, Dr. 
Geoffrey Fisher, Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, told a meeting of the British 
Council of Churches recently. Though 
a united church might be powerful 
enough to threaten thrones and crowns, 
he observed, “the freedom to differ 
from the majority in power would be 
threatened, and there has always been 
in the history of the world a great 
value in minorities and differences of 
opinion.” Dr. Fisher said that he 
prayed for a Christian church “in 
some sense united,” but added that 
“it will not come until we are all 
strong enough in the Christian faith 
to bear with one another’s differences 
and to refuse to exterminate them by 
SO0CR:.0.0 « 

















St. Patrick’s Cancels 
Dominican Labor Mass 


A Mass on behalf of Roman Cath- 
olic workers in the Dominican Re- 
public, scheduled for Saturday morn- 
ing, November 9, 1957, in St. Pat- 
rick’s Cathedral, New York City, 
never took place because of objections 
from Dominican governmental offi- 
cials, and sponsors of the Mass were 
informed by church spokesmen that 
future requests for such a Mass would 
have to be cleared with “the office of 
the Consul General of the Dominican 
Republic in New York City.” 

This, wrote a leader of the Domin- 
ican workers in a letter of November 
8 to Cardinal Spellman, would be 
“equivalent to asking Catholic Hun- 
garian Freedom Fighters to place 
their request for such a Mass with 
the Communist Hungarian Consul 
General in New York City; or... 
insisting that devout Catholics of 
East German, Czechoslovak, Yugo- 
slav, Russian and Polish birth confer 
with their Communist masters on 
matters pertaining to the Catholic 
Church.” 

Nicholas Silfa, secretary general of 
the Dominican Democratic Workers 
Committee in Exile and signer of the 
November 8 letter, followed it up on 
November 11 with a second appeal 
to the New York Cardinal for “re- 
consideration of the hasty judg- 
ment and action of last Friday morn- 
ing. . . .” Silfa said he had learned 
that Dominican consular or UN dele- 
gation officials had “objected strenu- 
ously to one paragraph in the printed 
invitations which we had mailed 
out... .” He gave the English trans- 
lation of the paragraph as follows: 

Note: Please make this invitation ex- 
tensive to all your relatives and friends 
and in general to all those persons affected 
by the suffering of the Dominican workers. 

Silfa observed that the sponsors of 
the Mass “fail to see any ‘political 
connotation’ in such a statement, nor 
can we understand how any individ- 
uals, other than those troubled by 
pangs of conscience, who have at 
heart the health and welfare of Do- 
minican workers, can object to the 
statement as ‘political.’ ” 

The exiled Dominican noted that 
his committee had recently com- 
pleted a “review of labor conditions 
in the Dominican Republic,” and 
submitted it to labor leaders and of- 
ficers of the Inter-American Press 
Association at their Washington con- 
vention. “This study [was] based on 
official [Dominican] governmental 
figures,” he said. 

(Continued on page 8) 





Delicate Question 


“Hungary's Communist regime has 
refused to answer a United Nations 
question asking how much religious 
freedom it grants its subjects,” an NC 
(National Cathclic Welfare Confer- 
ence) news service dispatch noted in 
December. The dispatch referred to 
Question 5 (“To what extent is reli- 
gious freedom permitted?”) on a list of 
twelve submitted to the Hungarian 
Government on behalf of the UN by 
Prince Wan Waithayakon of Thailand. 

And what if the same question were 
put to the governments of such coun- 
tries as Colombia, the Dominican Re- 
public, Italy and Spain, where Roman 
Catholic church-state union prevails? 
Would they dare to answer truthfully? 











Church Political Decrees 
Stir Germany, Hungary 


“You Catholics of Germany must 
vote for Christian Democratic candi- 
dates.” “You priests of Hungary 
must not serve in Parliament under 
the current regime.” Such was the 
substance of directives issued in 
September by the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

One week before the September 15 
West German general elections, a 
pastoral letter was read in all Roman 
Catholic churches in the country tell- 
ing the faithful that it was their duty 
to vote for “Christian” candidates 
and “Christian” principles—that is, 
candidates of Chancellor Konrad Ade- 
nauer’s Christian Democratic (Ro- 
man Catholic) Union. A dispatch 
from Bonn by New York Times cor- 
respondent M. S. Handler indicated 
that the pastoral letter “began by 
recalling a statement of Pope Pius 
XII that emphasized that under cer- 
tain conditions it was the strict duty 
of all eligible voters to participate in 
elections.” The dispatch continued: 


“Voters, the Pontiff said, must se- 
lect candidates and parties according 
to the dictates of their conscience. 
But, he continued, it is clear that the 
conscience of every Catholic requires 
him to vote for those candidates and 
parties that offer adequate guarantees 
of defending the divine law and the 
family in accordance with God’s law 
and Christian morals.” 


Leaders of the German Evangelical 
Church, which has a minority repre- 
sentation in the Christian Democratic 
Union, refused to endorse any candi- 
dates. 

Anti-Semitism also figured in the 
campaign. Vandals in Mainz and else- 


where pasted Jewish Stars of David 
on the campaign portraits of Dr. 
Adenauer’s leading rival, Social Dem- 
ocrat Erich Ollenhauer, who is not a 
Jew. In Aachen Erich Rademacher, 
a Christian Democratic Union leader, 
was indicted by the public prosecutor 
for insulting Ollenhauer, but Rade- 
macher’s party instructed him to 
apologize and the case was dropped. 
Wolfgang Doering, leader of the Free 
Democrats in North Rhine-West- 
phalia, told a meeting at Frankfurt 
that the Adenauer campaign was 
“based on the idea of frightening the 
people with Bolshevists, Socialists, 
liberals, Jews and Free Masons” and 
warned that the success of such tactics 
could lead to “another edition of the 
authoritarian state and this time in 
clerical Fascist garb.” But when the 
returns were in the Christian Demo- 
cratic Union had achieved an absolute 
majority of 50.2 per cent, unique in 
German political history. The Social 
Democratic Party, the runners-up, 
had failed to hold Adenauer to a 
plurality, as they had hoped, but did 
capture 34 per cent of the vote— 
enough to block any constitutional 
changes which the Christian Demo- 
crats might want to put through. 


Hungary 


Three members of the Roman Cath- 
olic hierarchy in Hungary, all long- 
standing members of Parliament, were 
targets of a Vatican decree dated July 
16 but not published in Acta Aposto- 
licae Sedis (official Vatican gazette) 
until September 6, ordering them to 
resign their political posts within a 
month or face excommunication. The 
decree was issued by the Sacred Con- 
gregation of the Council and was 
interpreted by correspondents as a 
move to counter-act Communist prop- 
aganda for a “national” church with 
“patriotic priests” assuming active 
political roles. The three clerics were 
Dr. Richard Horvath (member of the 
editorial board of a new “Patriotic 
People’s Front” newspaper), Miklos 
Beresztocy (a Canonicus in the Est- 
zergom Diocese of Joseph Cardinal 
Mindszenty), and Janos Mathe, a 
priest. 

Cardinal Mindszenty remains in 
the United States Legation in Buda- 
pest, where he took refuge during the 
anti-Communist uprising a year ago. 
Premier Janos Kadar, through the 
government magazine, Magyarorszag, 
declared on September 10 that the 
Cardinal “leads political talks .. . 
writes memoranda and even has given 
advice and suggestions to the UN 
Committee from the U. S. Legation.” 


CHURCH AND STATE 








Lincoln Square 


(Continued from page 2) 


As soon as the decision was an- 
nounced Mr. Present served notice of 
appeal. He warned the government 
against moving ahead before the ju- 
dicial determination had been finally 
made. Said Present: “It is inconceiv- 
able to me that the city would actu- 
ally take title to the property in Lin- 
coln Square until there is a final 
determination of the constitutional is- 
sues involved.” Inconceivable or not, 
however, the city was moving to con- 
demn the property. The federal gov- 
ernment was helping, too. The Hous- 
ing and Home Finance Agency 
announced approval on December 25 
of an initial grant of $27,331,325 to- 
ward razing buildings in the area. 
Part of this sum represented a nice 
Christmas present for Fordham Uni- 
versity. 


3, Million 

The actual subsidy for Fordham 
was figured by most observers at 3% 
million dollars. (The figure repre- 
sents the difference between acquisi- 
tion and re-sale prices.) But this com- 
putation was made before the re-sale 
price to Fordham was slightly raised 
in a nodding concession to the fierce 
opposition. The final subsidy will, 
therefore, be somewhat less than 
originally estimated. Exulting in his 
victory, Father Laurence J. McGin- 
ley, president of Fordham, declared: 
“Tt would be difficult to conceive any 
site more beneficial for Fordham’s 
long-term growth and_ university 
prestige than this location side by 
side with the Metropolitan Opera and 
other performing arts and cultural 
groups in a spot that will become the 
most dramatic civic center of Amer- 
ica.” 


POAU Officials Named 


Dr. Louie D. Newton, President; 
Dr. Charles Clayton Morrison, Hon- 
orary President; Bishop G. Bromley 
Oxnam and Dr. John A. Mackay, 
Vice-Presidents; Dr. Frank H. Yost, 
Recording Secretary; Rear Admiral 
Harold C. Fitz (Ret.), treasurer; Dr. 
J. M. Dawson, Vice-President Emer- 
itus; E. H. DeGroot, Treasurer Emer- 
tus. 

Board of trustees: the officers, 
with Dr. C. Emanuel Carlson, Dr. W. 
Kenneth Haddock, Dr. Clyde W. 
Taylor, Dr. Charl Ormond Williams, 
Dr. Theodore H. Palmquist, Rev. 
Frank W. Blackwelder, Dr. Ellis H. 
Dana, Dr. W. Stanley Rycroft. 

Dr. Roy L. Laurin has been in 
charge of the Los Angeles office of 
POAU at 3923 W. 6th St., since the 
retirement of Rev. Frank H. Nelson 
as regional director on Dec. 16 of 
last year. William Eytel continues as 
manager of the office. 








ADVANCE REGISTRATION 





BISHOP IVAN LEE 
HOLT 


Methodist Bishop of 
St. Louis (retired) 
will speak at Mon- 
day night Rally. 


for the 


Sessions in the 


TENTH ANNIVERSARY CONFERENCE ON CHURCH AND STATE 
February 10 and 11, 1958—Monday and Tuesday 


FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA 


ATTEND THE TWO GREAT PUBLIC RALLIES 


@ Monday, Feb. 10, 8 P.M. Bishop Holt 
@ Tuesday, Feb. 11, 8 P.M. Paul Blanshard 
(1 reserved section ticket for each Rally given to Advance Registrants) 


REGISTER NOW—for yourself, a guest, and your pastor. Reserved section tickets for rallies, advance program, and 
badge for all sessions sent to all registering in advance. Hear other noted speakers including Dr. Glenn L. Archer, 
Dr. J. Howard Williams, Dr. Clyde W. Taylor, Dr. Frank H. Yost, the Rev. C. Stanley Lowell, and the Rev. John C. 
Mayne. Inspiring music, literature displays, luncheons, and banquet. 


HERE IS MY REGISTRATION DOLLAR 


Send to: POAU Registration Desk or POAU Advance Registration 
1633 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. Committee, C/O Rev. Mayne 
Washington 6, D. C. State Baptist Office Bldg. 
291 Peachtree St., N.E., Atlanta, Ga. 


( ) Here is my $1.00. Please register me for the Conference and send Rally tickets and advance program. Also 











send me ( ) Monday luncheon tickets @ $1.50 each. Send ( ) Tuesday luncheon tickets @ $1.50. Also 
send ( ) Tuesday Banquet tickets @ $2.00 each. 
Name ......... — bist netieshineaiinskileiiaiaieiepiasasael Total enclosed G............. '% 
(Mr. Mrs. Miss Rev. Dr.) DR. LOUIE D. 
I ia ciiaeaichaiiaal sista iensicensceaiichaminst iaesibiinciiliceas 0 hl of Atlonte, Ge. 
Also send ( ) gift registrations @ $1.00 each, to names attached. Include 2 Rally tickets and program to each aod ——. ya 
person. dent of POAU 
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¢ Editorial ° 


Who’s Subversive? 


Edward Cardinal Mooney of De- 
troit, the ranking archbishop of the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy in the 
United States, was feeling rather 
splenetic on November 4 in Roch- 
ester when he met some reporters and 
discussed the universe, selfishness, 
labor unions, and POAU. According 
to one Rochester paper he described 
POAU as “only a subversive little 
group.” 





Wishful Thinking 


We were wounded by the words 
“little” almost more than the word 
“subversive.” Should an organization 
which has increased one thousand per 
cent in recent years be brushed off 
as little? Anyway, we brushed off that 
part of the cardinal’s bouquet as only 
his own wistful and wishful thinking, 
but we did ask His Eminence in writ- 
ing for an unequivocal retraction of 
the “subversive” part of his descrip- 
tion, pointing out that it was libelous. 
We received a prompt statement from 
Cardinal Mooney’s office declaring 
that he did not characterize this or- 
ganization as “subversive.” Two other 
newspapers, it seems, quoted the car- 
dinal in expletives which were less 
explosive. To be sure, His Eminence 
entertains a low opinion of us, but he 
does not seem to consider our activ- 
ities wholly treasonable. 


We are relieved. But we are also 
a little weary of “subversive” charges 
made against us by arrogant repre- 
sentatives of a foreign power who 
would subvert the First Amendment 
of our Constitution, destroy our his- 
toric policy of church-state separa- 
tion, and impose upon this country 
their own dictated policies concerning 





Reprinted from ‘Church and State,” April, 1953. 


education, medicine, marriage, and 
censorship. 

The next time a cardinal is alleged 
to describe us as subversive, he might 
find himself in court trying to explain 


to an American jury just who is sub- 
versive anyway. One of the dictionary 
definitions of “subvert” is “to pervert 
or corrupt ...as... the Constitu- 
tion or the Government.” 





Cancelled Mass 
(Continued from page 6) 

The exiled labor official has also 
appealed on two previous occasions 
to Pope Pius XII for action to curb 
what he calls the political activities 
of Archbishop Ricardo Pittini in the 
Dominican Republic. In Silfa’s view, 
the archbishop is disgracing the Ro- 
man Catholic Church by publicly en- 
dorsing the “bloody, repressive and 
ruthless” Trujillo dictatorship—with 
which the Vatican has a concordat. 
Silfa’s pleas to the Pope have gotten 
nowhere. 











CHURCH AND STATE 


Monthly Organ of 
Protestants and Other Americans United for Separation 
of Church and State 


1633 Massachusetts Ave., N. W., Washington 6, D. C. 





New ‘Review’ Volume 
To Go On Sale Soon 


A second bound volume of 
“Church and State,” embody- 
ing all issues from 1955 through 
1957, will be available soon. If 
you want to have a complete 
set, just place your order with 
national POAU headquarters as 
follows: 


7-Year Volume (1948-54)—$3.50. 
3-Year Volume (1955-57) —$2.00 


Both Volumes (1948-57)—$5.00 


Also New 
‘Truth Series’—No. 10: ‘Subsidized 
Religion” 
Single copy, 5c; 100 copies, $2.00 


“Separation and Religion” 


Single copy, 25c; write for quantity 
rates. 
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